
O U R  V I S I O N  

To provide Brown 
County municipal com-
mercial and industrial 
customers cost-
effective and sustaina-
ble solid waste man-
agement systems with 
the focus on resource 
recovery primarily 
through recycling, re-
purposing and energy 
recovery 

 

 

Editor: 
Samantha Cooper 
 
Contributors: 
Jon Gareis 
Chris Blan 
Mark Walter 

The Waste Not 
BROWN COUNTY PORT & RESOURCE RECOVERY DE PARTMENT 

Making Your Visit to 
the Transfer Station 
Easy & Safe  

2 

Recycling Right to 
Prevent Tip Floor 
Fires 

4 

I N S I D E  T H I S  
I S S U E :  

V o l u m e  1 0 ,  I s s u e  4  
F a l l  2 0 2 0  

New South Landfill to be Ready in 2021 
With the Outagamie County Landfill expected to reach capacity within the next cou-

ple of years, Brown County has begun the process to make sure that its landfill will 

be ready to accept waste when this happens. Construction of the Brown County 

landfill, in the town of Holland, began in spring 2020 and will be ready to accept 

waste by December 2021. 
 

The South Landfill design consists of a 4-foot thick clay liner, overlain with a high-

density polyethylene geomembrane liner and protective geotextile. This design also 

features extensive environmental protection features which include a composite liner 

and cap system, a groundwater gradient control system, a landfill gas management 

system, and a leachate collection and management system. The final cover system 

of the landfill will consist of a 2-foot thick clay layer overlain with a textured geomem-

brane layer, a geo-composite drainage layer, a rooting-zone layer and topsoil. 
 

The South Landfill phase 1 construction project will cost around $23 million, with an-

nual operating costs expected to be $12 million to $13 million. Brown County’s goal 

is not only to meet existing 

code requirements but to ex-

ceed them. Everyone involved 

with the creation and manage-

ment of the new landfill is 

looking towards the future in 

ways to provide alternative 

forms of energy and become 

even more environmentally 

friendly. One possibility for the 

South Landfill is to convert 

landfill gas into natural gas to 

reduce energy costs onsite 

with excess sold offsite. 
 

With a strong emphasis on recycling, some have questioned the need to continue 

landfilling waste. While reducing the amount of waste being sent to landfills is a long-

term goal, it is important to note that landfills are still the most economical and envi-

ronmentally responsible means of handling waste especially for material that does 

not have markets. The Resource Recovery department understands that creating 

new landfills is not a complete solution to the growing amount of waste that commu-

nities collect; however, landfills are the current Best Management Practice until the 

right solution can be found to replace them. Until that solution comes, the depart-

ment will continue to research new innovative technologies and methods to find eco-

nomical and environmentally friendly ways to dispose, reuse and reduce the waste 

generated by residents and businesses in Northeast Wisconsin. 

Brown County South Landfill construction work 
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Making Your Visit to the Transfer Station Easy & Safe  
Your garbage is overflowing, and it just won’t fit in your bin. You missed your garbage pickup, or you’ve 

simply got large items such as furniture that you want to get rid of, but you have no clue what to do with 

it. You learn about the Brown County Solid Waste Transfer Station. Luckily for you, we are here to help 

you avoid making unsafe mistakes by making your visit to the Solid Waste Transfer Station as smooth 

and easy as possible.  
 

Before You Arrive 

Before you even leave your house, you’ll need to make sure your load only has solid waste that is al-

lowed at the Transfer Station. Waste that is not accepted includes electronics, liquids, hazardous materi-

als and yard waste. Secondly, you will need to make sure all your items are securely placed in your back 

seat, trailer, or trunk. If you are using a trailer or a pickup truck, loads need to be tarped to ensure you 

don’t lose anything on the road. Lastly, make sure to bring a bright neon shirt or safety vest for anyone 

who plans to unload material. If you don’t have this, we have safety vests for sale at the scale window 

when you come in. 
 

Getting Here 

The Brown County Solid Waste Transfer Station is located at 3734 W Mason Street in Hobart, approxi-

mately two miles west of the Northeastern Wisconsin Technical College (NWTC.) If you’re travelling west 

along West Mason Street, our facility will be located on your right with a brown sign in front of it. Make 

sure to use the first entrance to the facility; the other opening further down is for exiting only. Once you 

enter, you’ll see several lanes under a large digital sign. The first two lanes leading to the left scale are 

for customers with small loads paying with credit cards. The right lane is automated for account custom-

ers with large loads using badges. If no other vehicles are on the scale and the light is green, drive up 

the ramp onto the scale to the scale house. Otherwise, wait in line behind the stop sign until no other ve-

hicles are ahead of you, and then you may proceed. If the line is backed up beyond the ramp, please 

form two lines and then merge into one single-file line onto the ramp. Drive up to the blue kiosk and listen 

for instructions from the scale house operator given through the speaker. 
 

Unloading 

If you’re dumping solid waste such as carpet, garbage bags, or other trash that weighs less than a few 

hundred pounds, you’ll proceed ahead, do a U-turn with your vehicle and pull up alongside the yellow 

wall and throw your load over the wall into the dumpsters. The dumpsters are labelled “1” and “2”; you fill 

dumpster 1 first before dumpster 2. If both dumpsters are full, however, there are two more under a yel-

low square sign against the fence just past the dumpsters behind the yellow wall.  
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Making Your Visit to the Transfer Station Easy & Safe cont. 
 

If you have a non-freon appliance, you’ll go past the two dumpsters under the yellow sign, and place 

your appliance up against the fence under the white sign labeled “Appliances”.  
 

If you have any of the following: empty propane cylinder, microwave, freon appliance such as a refrigera-

tor or freezer; these items will all go to the same location. From the scale, drive ahead. Slightly to the left 

you will see a dumpster that is open in the back with a yellow ramp leading up to it. Place the freon appli-

ance, microwave, or propane cylinder inside of this dumpster as far back as possible.  
 

If you have lead acid batteries, they will go into 

the battery box a few feet from the scale house 

window just to the left of the end of the scale.  
 

Waste that needs to go in back to the Transfer 

Station building requires you to wear a bright 

vest or high visibility shirt. The scale operator will 

direct you to follow the blacktop road in front of 

the scale which winds around the hill for approxi-

mately ¾ of a mile. At the end of the road you 

will come to two different color-coded lanes. The 

lane on your right is colored green and has a 

stop sign at the end. Loads that will be emptied 

by hand will go into the green lane. The lane on 

your left is colored yellow and is for all vehicles with automatic dump trailers. Wait at the stop sign in the 

lane that corresponds to the way you will be dumping your trash. Continue to wait at the stop sign until 

you are in the front of the line and the worker in the front-end loader flashes you a numbered card that is 

the same color as the lane you are in. The number corresponds to the door number that you will use to 

unload your material. Once you receive that number you will back into the building and unload (numbers 

are posted above the doors). After finishing, you will then go back the way you came in. Use the exit lane 

to the right of the scale house and U turn to come back onto the scale to reweigh and pay. Once you 

have paid, you can head out the exit. If you aren’t sure if you had to reweigh or not, check with the scale 

operator; it’s better to be safe than sorry! 
 

Finally, we have the procedure for dumping clean shingles. If you are dumping clean shingles, follow the 

same procedure as dumping garbage in the building (follow the winding blacktop road around the hill un-

til you get to a stop sign,) except for clean shingles you may go around the other drivers in a lane that is 

further right than the green lane, stop at the stop sign for traffic and then proceed past the building. Next, 

you’ll see two shingle piles that are right past the building. Back into the pile furthest from the building. 

Empty your vehicle or trailer onto the pile and once you are finished, you may head back to the scale to 

be reweighed. 
 

Some Important Policies 

It’s important to get to the Solid Waste Transfer Station well before closing (4:00 pm weekdays, 2:00 pm 

Saturdays) as we charge a late fee for every 15 minutes you are unloading after closing time. If you ar-

rive fifteen minutes before closing time and it takes you until quarter after to return to the scale, you’ll be 

charged an extra fee. We currently accept only credit/debit cards from all major brands; no cash or 

checks are accepted. 
 

Well, there you have it; a detailed guide to the policies and procedures of the Brown County Waste 

Transfer Station. We hope to see you soon! 

Source: FullSource.com 
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Follow Us 
For facts, general information and ideas on how to reduce waste, follow us on Facebook, Twitter 
and Pinterest! We post information you want to know several times a week.  
 

If you are interested in reading more about a resource recovery topic online or in our newsletter 
let us know! We would love to hear from you.  
 
Email us at BC_Resource_Recovery@browncountywi.gov with your idea and we will post it or 
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In a stark reminder that we need you to be paying close attention to what you put in your recycling, our 

Recycling Transfer Station recently had a fire in the middle of our recycling pile. On August 25th, shortly 

before 3pm, a tall flame was spotted on the tip floor of our recycling facility. Staff were quick to exit the 

building and call 911. 
 

Luckily, nobody was hurt and we 

were able to get the fire put out 

quickly with only a short downtime 

and no equipment or building dam-

age. While in this case it appears the 

fire was caused by faulty wiring in a 

light above the tip floor, similar fires 

have been due to battery-powered 

electronics that were incorrectly 

thrown in the recycling bin. 
 

Remember that plastic bags, rope, 

hoses, clothing, electronics, bat-

teries, tires, bedding and furniture 

are NOT acceptable in recycling. Any 

of this type of material will be pulled from the pile and a disposal and handling charge will be added to 

your bill for the load.  
 

If you are unsure if something is safe to be recycled, give us a call at (920) 492-4950 or contact us on 

our website at browncountyrecycling.org and we will be happy to help answer your questions. 

Recycling Right to Prevent Tip Floor Fires 

Flames captured by security cameras on Aug 25th, 2020 
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